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Introduction  
The Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) provides a relative measure of multiple deprivation 

experienced by people living in an area and is calculated for every Lower layer Super Output 

Area (LSOA)1, or neighbourhood, in England. Every such neighbourhood in England is ranked 

according to its level of deprivation relative to that of other areas.  

The 2015 update of the IMD2 was released in September 2015. This is the fourth release of 

the index (2004, 2007, 2010 and 2015). In order to reflect the broad range of deprivation 

that people can experience, the IMD is based on 37 separate indicators, organised across 

seven distinct domains; income, employment, health and disability, education, skills and 

training, barriers to housing and  services, living environment and crime. A full breakdown of 

all of the indicators is given in Appendix 1. 

This report provides an overview of the findings of the English IMD 2015 in relation to 

Barnet. 

Executive Summary  
Barnet is amongst the 50% most deprived local authorities in England 

Barnet is the 157th most deprived local authority in England, out of a total of 326 local 

authorities. In 2010 Barnet ranked 176th which means that over these five years it has 

become comparatively more deprived and is now amongst the 50% deprived local 

authorities in England. 

Although, it continues to compare favourably to other local authorities in London 

Barnet is the 24th most deprived local authority in London. Despite a small increase in 

comparative deprivation reduction since 2010 when Barnet was the 25th most deprived 

local authority in, it continues to compare favourably against other local authorities in 

London. 

In Barnet the highest levels of deprivation continue to be in the west of the borough 

As in 2010, areas in the west of the borough continue to exhibit the highest levels of 

deprivation. These are especially concentrated in ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ .ǳǊƴǘ hŀƪΣ /ƻƭƛƴŘŀƭŜΣ /ƘƛƭŘΩǎ Iƛƭƭ 

                                                           
1
 A Lower Super Output Area (LSOA) is a geography for the collection and publication of small area statistics. 

They are used on the Neighbourhood Statistics site and across National Statistics. 
2
 https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/english-indices-of-deprivation-2015 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/english-indices-of-deprivation-2015


and West Hendon. By ward, the highest concentration of deprived LSOAs are located in 

Burnt Oak, where 80% of LSOAs fall within the 30% most deprived LSOAs in England. 

The most deprived LSOAs in the borough are located in around the West Hendon estate and 

the Grahame Park estate in Colindale. Both of these LSOAs are amongst the 10% most 

deprived LSOAs in England, and the top 5% most deprived LSOAs in London.  These two 

LSOAs have experienced the highest increases in comparative deprivation in Barnet since 

2010.  

The map of deprivation across Barnet closely follows this pattern to a greater or lesser 

extent for the other specific domains of deprivation 

The spatial pattern of total deprivation across Barnet is evident in most of the other 

domains of deprivation, with areas towards the west of the borough displaying the highest 

levels of deprivation. Although in some cases, the extent of the deprivation is more wide 

scale, as is evident on the Barriers to Housing and Services domain and the Crime and 

Disorder domain.  

However there are other pockets of substantial deprivation across the borough 

Despite the west of the borough displaying the highest levels of deprivation, pockets of 

deprivation exist in other areas of the borough. Areas of Underhill, East Finchley, 

Woodhouse, East Barnet, Brunswick Park, Coppetts and Mill Hill all have LSOAs that fall 

within the 30% most deprived LSOAs in England. And since 2010, all LSOAs in East Barnet 

and Underhill have become comparatively more deprived. 

There has been some improvement over time for some areas in Barnet 

Between 2010 and 2015 no wards experienced a reduction in deprivation across all LSOAs 

within their boundary. However, more LSOAs in East Finchley, West Finchley, Totteridge and 

Finchley Church End became less deprived than more deprived over this period.  

In 2010 the Strawberry Vale estate in East Finchley was identified as the most deprived 

LSOA in the borough. Despite remaining as one of 10% most deprived LSOAs in Barnet, it 

now ranks as the 15th most deprived LSOA in the borough. 

Barriers to Housing and Services, Crime and the Living Environment domains have the 

highest levels of deprivation 

The Barriers to Housing and Services domain contains the highest levels of deprivation in 

Barnet, with 21% (45) ƻŦ .ŀǊƴŜǘΩǎ [{h!ǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 10% most deprived nationally and 72% (152) 

of LSOAs in the 30% most deprived. Since 2010 an additional 53 Barnet LSOAs fall within the 

30% most deprived nationally for this domain, the highest increase across all domains. 

Across London many local authorities rate badly on this domain, with only four London 

boroughs not in the 50% most deprived local authorities in England. It is likely that London 



has high levels of deprivation in relation to this domain due to the comparatively high cost 

of housing in the capital.  

There is also a high level of deprivation on the Crime and Disorder domain, where Barnet is 

the 49th most deprived nationally. Once again this appears to be a common occurrence 

across the whole of London with only one borough not within the 50% most deprived 

nationally for this domain. 

Similarly, there appears to be a high level of deprivation across London within the Living 

Environment domain with 85% of London boroughs amongst the 50% most deprived local 

authorities in England. For this domain Barnet is the 81st most deprived nationally and the 

25th most deprived across London. Despite relatively high levels of deprivation attributed to 

this domain, between 2010 and 2015 the number of Barnet LSOAs in the 30% most deprived 

nationally has reduced by 22, the largest reduction across all domains.  

Health Deprivation and Disability, Education, Skills and Training and Employment domains 

have lower levels of deprivation 

Levels of deprivation in the Health Deprivation and Disability and the Education, Skills and 

Training domains are considerably lower than for those domains mentioned above. No 

Barnet LSOAs fall with the top 10% most deprived nationally for either domain and Barnet 

ranks within the least 25% across both domains nationally. Barnet also has relatively low 

levels of deprivation for the Employment domain where it is the 127th least deprived local 

authority in England.  

  



IMD Results for Barnet  
In relation to the rest of England, Barnet has become more deprived over the past five 

years. According to the latest figures, Barnet ranks 157th out of the 326 local authorities in 

England for deprivation, just slightly above the average (163: the authority ranked one is the 

most deprived). This is 19 places lower than 2010 (176th) and 29 places higher than 2007 

(128th). 

And despite Barnet comparing favourably to the majority of other London boroughs, it has 

become slightly more deprived over the past five years in relation to the rest of London. 

Relative to other London boroughs, Barnet is ranked 24th out of the 33 local authorities. 

This is one place lower than in 2010 (25th) and three places higher than 2007 (21st). 

Figure 1: IMD National Rank of IMD 2007, 2010 and 2015 Scores for Barnet 

 
 
Figure 2: National Rank of IMD 2015 Scores for London Local Authorities 
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IMD Scores within Barnet  
As in 2010, the west of the borough continues to show the highest concentrations of more 

deprived LSOAs. These are especially concentrated in areas of Burnt Oak, ColindaleΣ /ƘƛƭŘΩǎ 

Hill and West Hendon. Although, pockets of more deprived LSOAs exist in other areas of the 

borough such as Underhill, Brunswick Park, East Finchley and Woodhouse. 

By ward, the highest concentration of deprived LSOAs are located in Burnt Oak, where 80% 

(eight out of ten) of LSOAs fall within the 30% most deprived LSOAs in England. Whereas, 

Finchley Church End, Garden Suburb, High Barnet, Oakleigh and Totteridge have no LSOAs 

that fall within the top 30% most deprived LSOAs. 

In 2010 the Strawberry Vale estate in East Finchley was identified as the most deprived 

LSOA in the borough. It continues to be amongst the 10% most deprived LSOAs in Barnet, 

however overall it has become comparatively less deprived as it now ranks as the 15th most 

deprived LSOA in the borough. 

In 2015 the two most deprived LSOAs in Barnet are located in around the West Hendon 

estate and the Grahame Park estate in Colindale. Both of these LSOAs are amongst the 10% 

most deprived LSOAs in England, and the top 5% most deprived LSOAs in London.  In terms 

of rankings, the West Hendon LSOA is the 2,575th most deprived LSOA in England and the 

Colindale LSOA is the 2,623th.  Both LSOAs have become more deprived since 2010, where 

they ranked 5,509th and 5,029th respectively. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Figure 3: Scores for Indices of Multiple Deprivation 2015, by Barnet LSOA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Of particular interest are those areas which fall within the 30% most deprived nationally. In 

2010, Barnet had 30 LSOAs that fell within this bracket, a decrease of 14 from 2007 (44 

LSOAs). Of those 30, none were among the 10% most deprived nationally. 

In 2015 there has been a slight increase, with 39 LSOAs among the 30% most deprived 

nationally ς eight of these LSOAs are located in Burnt Oak. Two Barnet LSOAs are now 

within the 10% most deprived LSOAs in England; these are located in West Hendon and 

Colindale.  

Despite the west of the borough displaying the highest concentrated levels of deprivation, 

pockets of deprivation exist in other areas of the borough. Areas of Underhill, East Finchley, 

Woodhouse, East Barnet, Brunswick Park, Coppetts and Mill Hill all have LSOAs that fall 

within the 30% most deprived LSOAs in England.  

Figure 4: IMD Scores for Barnet by Decile 

 

 

 



Figure 5 displays the percentage change in IMD rank during the period 2010 to 2015. Over 

these five years, 64% (134) of Barnet LSOAs became comparatively more deprived whereas 

36% (77) became comparatively less deprived. 

By ward, all LSOAs in East Barnet and Underhill became comparatively more deprived 

between 2010 and 2015. And although no wards experienced a reduction in deprivation 

across all LSOAs within their boundary, more LSOAs in East Finchley, West Finchley, 

Totteridge and Finchley Church End became less deprived than more deprived over this 

period.  

Figure 5: % Change in IMD rank 2010 ς 20153 

 

 

 
 
 

                                                           
3
 A negative % change indicates that an area has become more deprived 



 
Figure 6: Net no. of LSOA deprivation change by ward, 2010-2015 

 

  

-12

-10

-8

-6

-4

-2

0

2

4

6

8

10

N
e

t 
C

h
a

n
g

e
 in

 D
e

p
ri
va

tio
n

 b
y 

L
S

O
A

 C
o

u
n

t
 



Domain Analysis  
The IMD is based on 37 separate indicators, organised across seven distinct domains; 

Income, Employment, Health and Disability, Education, Skills and Training, Barriers to 

Housing and Services, Living Environment and Crime and Disorder. A full breakdown of all of 

the indicators is given in Appendix 1.  

The Barriers to Housing and Services domain contains the highest levels of deprivation in 

Barnet, with 21% (45) ƻŦ .ŀǊƴŜǘΩǎ [{h!ǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 10% most deprived nationally and 72% (152) 

of LSOAs in the 30% most deprived. Since 2010 an additional 53 Barnet LSOAs fall within the 

30% most deprived nationally for this domain, the highest increase across all domains. 

Across London many local authorities rate badly on this domain, with only four boroughs 

not in the 50% most deprived in England. It is likely that London has high levels of 

deprivation in relation to this domain due to the comparatively high cost of housing in the 

capital. 

There is also a high level of deprivation on the Crime and Disorder domain, where Barnet is 

the 49th most deprived nationally. Once again this appears to be a common occurrence 

across the whole of London with only one London borough not within the 50% most 

deprived nationally for this domain. 

Similarly, there appears to be a high level of deprivation across London within the Living 

Environment domain where 85% of boroughs are in the 50% most deprived local authorities 

in England. For this domain Barnet is the 81st most deprived nationally and the 25th most 

deprived across London. Despite relatively high levels of deprivation attributed to this 

domain, in 2015 22 less Barnet LSOAs fell within the 30% most deprived nationally, the 

largest reduction across all domains.  

Figure 7: 30% Most Deprived LSOAs by Domain, Barnet 
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Barriers to Housing and Services  Domain  

The Barriers to Housing and Services domain measures the physical and financial 

accessibility of housing and key local services. This domain contains the highest levels of 

deprivation in Barnet. Since 2010 an additional 53 Barnet LSOAs fall within the 30% most 

deprived nationally for this domain, the highest increase across all domains. 

Across London many local authorities rate badly on this domain, with only four London 

boroughs not in the 50% most deprived in England. Out of all London local authorities 

Barnet is the 15th most deprived and the 17th most deprived nationally. It is likely that 

London has high levels of deprivation in relation to this domain due to the comparatively 

high cost of housing in the capital. 

In line with overall deprivation levels, the west of the borough exhibits the highest 

concentration of deprivation in relation to the Barriers to Housing and Services domain. 

Although this domain impacts on almost the whole of the borough, with a large spread of 

LSOAs across Barnet within the 30% most deprived in England.  

¶ Barnet ranks 17th out of all local authorities in England and 15th within local authorities 

in London for the Barriers to Housing and Services domain. This is the highest rank 

across all domains.  

¶ 72% (152) of LSOAs in Barnet fall within the 30% most deprived in England for this 

domain, compared to 47% (99) in 2010. 

¶ Of all the domains this has the highest number of Barnet LSOAs in the 10%, 20% and 

30% most deprived areas; 45, 38 and 69 respectively. 

¶ For this domain the most deprived LSOA is located around Grahame Park in Colindale, 

which ranks 9th nationally.  This is the lowest ranking across all domains.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Figure 8: Barriers to Housing and Services Domain, deciles 

 

  


